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THOSE ORIGINAL PARCHMENT TITLE DEEDS 

The letter which follows came to my mind when I read the 
item in the Wisconsin Magazine of History for September, 1920, 
on page 115: on "original parchment title deeds to government 
land." We have had a number of these given to the Normal 
School and often the question of the president's signature has 
arisen. I wrote a letter of inquiry to the General Land Office and 
from the answer received first learned which of the signatures are 
original and which are by the hand of a clerk. 

My deah Mr. Sanford : 

In reply to your letter of October 14, 1919, desiring to know what 
presidents, if any, signed land patents with their own hands, you are 
advised that these patents were signed by the presidents, personally, up 
to and including a portion of the year 1833. The act of March 2, 1833, 
reads as follows: 

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, by Congress assembled, that it shall be lawful 
for the President of the United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to appoint a Secretary, with a salary of One 
thousand, five hundred dollars per annum, whose duty it shall be, under 
the direction of the President, to sign in his name, and for him, all 
patents for lands granted or sold under the authority of the United 
States. 

"Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, that this act shall continue 
and be in force until the fourth day of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-seven, and no longer." 

This act expiring in March 1837, a second act, practically identical 
with the first, except that it contained no limitation, was passed and 
approved on July 4, 1836. 

Very respectfully, 

John McPhaul 

Albert H. Sanford, La Crosse 



